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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. PA-251
STRODE'S GRIST MILL

Street Address 'Southeast cormer of junetion between State -Route

o logabion: . #52 and County Roed #15087, East Bradford Township,

Chester County, Pa. (Raference. Map of Chester
Coumty /by County Commissioners/ 1956)

Pregent Osmer: Mrs, Susan L. Willlamson, West Qheatei‘ R.D, #5, Pa.

Brief Statement This old grist mill dates from 1721 and has been in
of Significence:  almost continuous operation ginee its evection.

A, Ph;yaieal Histary

1. uriginal and eubsequent owners: George Strode bought

236 acres in East Bradford Township in 1715 and the mill
property deascended from him to hig son John, to his son
Richeard, to his son Joseph, to his gon Celeb Sirode, who
in 1853 soid 1% to Thomes P. Hawley, who gold it in 1857
to Franklin Cox, who sold it in 1868 to Marshell Strode,
whose son A. Derlington sold it in 1893 to Joseph W. Worrel,
whose sons sold it in 1915 to Jobn 8. Garreit. Carrett
gold the property in 1918 to Jesse D. Gilbert, who sold it
in 1919 to John White, who gold 1t in 1920 to Cherlss :
Forquer, who sold it in 1924 to J. C. Etters, who sold it
in 1941 to the Misses Sharplesa, who sold it "1 1946 to
¥. €. Baldwin, who sold 1% in 1943 to W. A. Garris, who
gold it in 1950 to the sbove-named owner (Mrs. Susan L.
¥iliismson}.

2. Date of erection: Stone in the quoining of the south wall,
near the east end, has the dete ¥1721" cubl into the stons.

3. Architfect, vuilder, suppliers, ete.: Unimowm

4. Originel plans, construectism, =te.: Laid oul as & griss
odll and i3 almost conbtinuous operatisn, #4111 Deing used
with electric power ingtesd of water. (14 sets of French
burr stones are still in use, and the plan of the mill.
geang little changed. The size of the bullding now ia the

- geme a8 in 1798 in the Direct Tax, Depariment of Interngl
Revenue.

5, Notes en alterations and additions; Frnma addition 4o the
weat 18 new, and office and entry to the morth le twentieth
century. The pent ezves on tha enat side ha?e rotted off in
the lzst i‘ii“ceen years. '

6. Impor'ban*b old ?iews and refereaaes.

Views: Chester Cowmty Historicel Society has numerous lete
ninetesnth century views up to the present.
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Referencesg: Sources of information all to be found in
the Cheater County Historical Scclety, West Chester, Pa.,
in clasaified printed and manusoript £1ilea under heading:
East Bredford Township.Business }Iousea.

James Strode Elgton: Strode s amil :
England end America. Tutile Fublishing co., Rutland s
Vermont, 1949.

B. Historical Events Connected with the Structure: Sirode family
came from Milbrocok parish, Southampion, England. George Strode
purchesed land in Esst Bradford Township, Chester County, in
1715 and the mill was built im 1721, It wes, in a1l probabllity,

- opareted 2s & company mill for g few years. Ib descended
through these names in the Strode family: George Strode, John
Strode, Richard Strode, Joseph Strode, Galeb Strode, Marahall
Strode.

€. Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: None known
D. Supplementel Materisl: Direst quotaticn from the following -
1. "Dally Local News," West Chegter, Pa., October 12, 1880:

"FIBLIC SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE.~ In pursutmee of an order of the
Orphanst Court of Chester, Pemsylvania, will be sold at public sale
on the premises in East Bredford towmship, in sald county, on the
287TH DAY OF QCIOBER, A.D. 1880, the following deseribed real estabe,
late of Marshal Strode, dec'd, to wit:

“Tract No, 1. All thet ?aluable mesausge Grist and Ssw Mill
and tract of land situate in the township sforesaeid, lnmown ag 'Strode's
Mi31,' bounded by landas of the esiate of Philip ?a-_xsm, deceaged, and .
others, containing EIGHT ACRES OF LAND, more or legs., The improvements
upon sald property conaist of a good, subatantial FRAME DUWELLING HOUSE,
STABLE and out bulldings. Alao, a first-class Stone Grist Saw end
Plaster Mill, with Cider Press attached. The mill 1ig In good running
order, is excellently located, with a fine water power ~ heed and fall
sbout twenty-two feet. 1Is one of the oldest and best established
i)Y sites in Chester county, where an extengive business has been
conducted for almost a century.

"rreet No. 2 adjoins Sract Yo. 1, the nill site conbaining FOUR
ARD TIREE-QUARTERS MIEES of Lapnd, mors ov _ess 1”1*.9 inprovementa
conaist of A PING SERFENTINE STCHE DWELLING HOUSE, conbaining twelve
rooms, The house 1a supplied with running water, 1s built in modern
style, containing bath room and all other convenienceg, lg encloged
in 8 fine lawn well ghaded with choloe trees. GOOD STONR BARN, with
Wagon House atiached, and all the necessary out bulldings. Convenient
to the house is & fine spring house over 4 naver-ﬁ'ailing spring of
good water,

"Both of these properties are looated on the roed leading from
Lemape Station on the Wiinington and Noxrthern Rallroed io West Chester,
sbout 1-1/2 miles from the former place and 2-1/2 miles from the latier,
are convenient o all pléces of business snd for healith, comfort,
business and good neighhorhood camot be surpesssed.
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"Any one deslring a beautiful home and the comforts of 1ife
could not £ind s more desirable property then Tract No, 2, with its
highly cultivated ground, subsiantlal buildings, fine lswmn, cholce
ghade trees and beautiful surroundings. With these sdvantages it
should commend itself to any one desiring a good home or ﬁne gumner
regidence. '

“Pergons deairing to see the property or ask for fm-‘bher informa-
tion concerning the same will please call upon or address the under~
signed. Sale 1o coumence at 1 o‘sloek p.m., when conditiona will he
made kmnown by ' '

, ' “A MRLB@GTQN STRODE,
i ... YR, HARRY STHODE. -
Administmﬁora of Marshall Strode, deceased o

"Jas. E. McFarlan, auc‘b‘- : Waat Chester.“

?:epared by Bart Anderson - August 1958
- -Qurator, Chester County Historical Sccisty

A. General Statement :

3.. ‘Arehi‘bectwal cha...acter ‘I‘hia mill hes architectwal

-~ - Interest hecause it has am early date, 1721, and hag
‘been in almost continusus operation since ita comstrue~
tion with ms’a of the original machinery yreﬁewed.

: 2 Gs:mdition of fahric' - Falr
B. Technicel Bescription of Exterior:

1. Civez‘all dimensions: About 30' by 58' The south
gide hag 2~1/2 stories, plus a nearly clear basement
ghove ground

2. Toundsiicms: Stone
3. %¥all congtruciicn: Store
4. Coimmeys: In origizel place a:;x_lth
5. Openings:

8. Doorwaye and doors: Maa‘tly original

|- V‘Hindowa and gshutiers: Mostly ariginal ~ no shutters
6. Roof: |
. 8. Shape, covering: Medlum pitch « tin

" b. Cornice, eaves; Originel reffers exposed
¢. Dormerg: HNone :
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C. Technical Deseription of Interiors:

1. Floor plana: Very large mill, still in use, with vhat
seemg to be the original ﬂoor plan.

2. Stairways' In orie,inal placea R thovgh probably replaced.
3. Flooring mstly old.
Zis Wall anﬁ celling i‘iniah Rough

5. | Poorways and doors: Original places, tb,ough mostly new
material,

6. Trim: Little ever there

7. Hardware: I.l‘btle there

8. VLighting. Nothing old

9. Hesting: No information
D. Stte; |

I Generai setting and orierﬂ.ation‘ Bullt very close %o the

- road on the north and east sidea » ¥ith enirences on both
of thege sldes. _

R T Enologures, None |

3. Qutbuildings: Miller's houseé and other bulldings
standing nearby; mot property of same owner,

4. Walke: DMNone
5.  lLandgceping: MNone

Prepared by Bart Anderson - August 1958
Surator, Chegier Counbdy Hisvordical Jpeilsty



